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(some twenty In number, four of whom were my own
sensitives, the balance were taken from the audience
in the ordinary way). That was to be avoided. The
slightest show of timidity (would be a signal to the
unfeathered bipeds—embryo medicos and divines—to
be as heartiess and as daring as possible, I also feared
a collision between the audience and the students—
the former were so indignant with the conduct of the
latter. Amid the din and excitement, to reduce to
order such chaos seemed to be a hopeless task.
Nerved by the thought of my sensitives, and the
financial consequences, I determined to make the
effort. AH this time my pianist was f'playing like
mad," thumping order out of discord, in a vain
endeavour to drown the noise by his music. I
signalled to him to let the poor piano alone, and
give his arms and fingers a rest. I walked up and
down the platform as if about to do something—a
habit which I had when I wished particularly to
arrest the attention of an audienca—and then
suddenly faced the audience, and lifted my right hand
and stood still. The major portion of the audience
looked toward the platform. "Rule Britannia" and
"Old John Brown" of the students were no>w reduced
to fitful gusts. The element of curiosity had now
slightly got ahead of "dominant idea of having a
good night's fun. "What's he going to do now?
became the undercurrent idea, I trusted to the innate
love of fair play -which is the characteristic of every
Briton, although just now overshadowed by the horse-
play peculiar to students at rectorial elections. I
made several pantomimic motions indicating a desire
for a "word,*' Taking advantage of a lull, secured
by these efforts, I said—"Ladies and gentlemen, and
particularly my young friends of the Edinburgh
University who have just arrived, if you will permit
me, I will tell you of a little incident which occurred
a short tame ago*" (Slight booing and shouts of "go-
ahead" and "wire in," from my cultured young
friends, but general attention from the »whole
audience.) "A gentleman was out with a few friends

